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Signed Governor Earl Long, and bearing the official 
seal the State Louisiana certified copy Act 272 
the Regular Session the Louisiana Legislature 1950, 
was delivered Carville patients July Making the 
presentation here Mike Padilla, Commander Ma- 
rine Hospital Post 188, the American Legion, Wade 
Martin, Sr., State Public Service Commissioner. Looking 
on, and happy about it, Mike Acosta, Baton Rouge, 
active Legionnaire and Forty and who worked 
tirelessly put this constructive legislation over. Also 
showing their pleasure are: Past D.A.V. Department 
Commander Isenberg, Bob Wire and John Von Monarch, 
Baton Rouge. 

The bill had the endorsement the American Legion, 
Department Louisiana, and the support Baton 
Rouge chapters the Disabled American Veterans, 
V.F.W., and other organizations. 
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Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the discase. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
voung children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. the United 
States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease rarely 
communicated contacts that from the public health stand- 
point might considered practically non-communic- 
able disease. The hospital Carville was 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 


parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any necessity for it. 


Prints picturcs THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 
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Sealed and Delivered 


MAIL BAG 


like your publication, “THE STAR”, but frankly, 
there one part which not like. That the para- 
graph, every issue, which reads: 

“This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before 
leaving the hospital. This done only gesture res- 
pect the unconvinced and not because there any 
scientific necessity for it.” 

When you include that paragraph any issue you send 
me, you don’t respect me; you disrespect me. For this 
reason, special favor, will you please by-pass copy 
from the “sterilization” process and send just 
“as is,” like any other publication? 

Also, will you please cross out those lines, and write 
underneath, “By special request the subscriber, this 
particular copy THE STAR has not been sterilized,” 
over your signature editor. 

There are some things which human dignity forbids. 


Robert Clary 
Freeport, 


The patients’ outgoing mail baked for one half hour 
dry heat, 120 140 degrees Centigrade. occasion 
mail, including batches THE STAR, has been burned 
almost crisp, because carelessness. This steriliza- 
tion business not our idea. “official” although once 
high ranking Public Health Service doctor dubbed 
“damned foolishness.” The question is, should 
should not tell the world about it. could keep mum 
but the mail will continue sterilized until officialdom 
makes its stubborn mind quit paying homage 
ignorance. lot local customs such “sterilizing the 
mail” are hang-overs. was done 1894 when the place 
was opened and still going 1950. Through the 
years everything but the kitchen stove, and even that, has 
left this hospital without being sterilized, unofficially 
course. one could “catch” H.D. that way more than 
half this neighborhood would inside the fence. 


Claire Murray our staff, who receives THE STAR 
regularly, has brought attention the editorial your 
April issue. this you mentioned several instances in- 
correct usage the words “leper” and “leprosy”, among 
them passage our March article Edward Mur- 
row. 

You may have read Lois Mattox Miller’s “New Light 
Leprosy” our April, 1948, issue. this article Mrs. 
Miller tried correct mistaken ideas about the disease 
well describe the successful use Promin and 
Diasone. can understand that the effect article 
such may lessened later carelessness, and 
will try keep this mind editing future material. 
are sorry about the phrase the March Digest. 

Merle Crowell 

Senior Editor 

Reader’s Digest 
Pleasantville, N.Y. 


Practically everyone reads the Reader’s Digest. Their 
splendid cooperation genuinely appreciated. 


Read THE STAR cover cover every month with 
interest, thanks originally Harada Kalaupapa, who 
sent subscription. 

Hope visit Carville sometime this fall. 


Leverett Richards 

Aviation Editor 

The Oregonian 
Portland, Oregon 


THE STAR most welcome this time. really 
excited discover how things are faring back Carville. 

have recently visited Norway and stalked the very 
hunting grounds Hansen himself. interest that tu- 
berculosis primary public health importance there 
now. own interests leprosy are largely profes- 
sional since bacteriologist and the leprosy bacillus 
peculiarly fascinating. More scientists must attracted 
the laboratory investigation the disease the United 
States. 

Joseph Heplar 


Delft, Netherlands 
Mr. Heplar former Carville lab technician. 


have always been very interested the disease treated 
Carville and have read everything could ever find 
the subject. Last October vacation trip New Or- 
leans stopped and spent several hours your place. 
teach large Sunday School class young married women 
and have used the information gathered visit and 
printed THE STAR, several times. shall continue 
wherever possible. 

friend who accompanied the trip reg- 
istered nurse and has since appeared before the classes 
students the local hospital, teaching them what 
learned and what information appears THE STAR. 

are doing our best help your educational cam- 
paign. 

Ruth Roush 
Springfield, Ohio 


enjoy much and pass the public library 
the next meeting the local P.T.A. members. this 
everywhere teach. 


Louise Bell 


Newport, Arkansas 
See That The Question page 


The leprosarium Athens being full, the Ministry 
Health considering moving 100-150 patients the lep- 
rosarium Spinalonga (or better the island hell and 
penitentiary) Greece where they shall condemned 
certain death. Such procedure believe in- 
human, because these new patients, most whom are 
our relatives, show negative tests. According the in- 
ternational policy they should not confined. 

requested the authorities (1) abolish the an- 
achronistic law and give negative cases freedom; and (2) 
authorize patients build their own homes with their 
own funds. Our request was not accepted. 

There insufficient medical care because lack 
medical personnel, and limited supply Promin. 
have electric equipment and conditions are steadily 
growing worse. Help ameliorate our condition. 


Batides, President 
Association Hansen’s-sufferers 


Santa Barbara, Greece 

This information, representing the patients’ viewpoint, 
direct contradiction that contained the “sweet- 
ness and light” letter from Rev. Nissiotis, President 
“The Committee Friends Lepers” which THE 
STAR printed June. 
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Like Here 


For more than half his existence Percy’s life has been 
governed Carville’s whistles and bells which wrench 
our sleepy souls from slumber, summon meals, draw 
the flocks the churches, and measure off the working 
days. Like puppet twitching the manipulation the 
master’s touch and unmoved all other external forces 
Percy has become impervious and aloof the rain, mud, 
and heat which impede his path when summoned 
task the shrill blasts the whistles and hollow peal 
the bells, but, unlike the puppet, Percy has not remained 
imperturbable the human side this environment. 

August, 1931, Percy, fresh out high school, trudged 
the few miles down the road our community and has 
been with ever since. During the years the golden curls 
his head have given way the shine mirror-like 
finish, but the pink-fuzzed cheeks have remained 
tribute his boyish appearance and youthful spirit. 
Many times patients, who have lived Carville for long 
periods, have lost contact with their friends and have 
fallen behind the progress their profession, are ex- 
tremely hazy about what they will when they leave the 
hospital. asked Percy what would and where 
would were leave and answered, don’t 
know what would had leave. whole life has 
been based the friendships and happiness have had 
Carville. just belong here; couldn’t leave.” But the 
twist this little story that Percy not patient, but 
member our laboratory staff. 

lad his teens Percy Cambre came work 
the hospital’s pharmacy. planned hold the job only 
during the summer vacation but has remained for nine- 
teen years. many ways Percy has closer ties with the 
patients than any other staff member. For his first five 
years here, unusual may seem, Percy’s job was of- 
ficially carried part the patients’ pay roll. 


Percy Cambre, staining skin tissue, pictured the movie 


short LOUISIANA UNLIMITED. 


1934 Percy transferred the laboratory and while 
others have come and gone that department, Percy has 
remained with only Sister Hilary Ross’s twenty-eight 
years service the laboratory surpassing his. received 
instructions lab technique from Sister Hilary, bio- 
chemist, and any patient, familiar with her work and the 


clarity her explanations, will attest, there are none 
better. received his other lab training from Dr. 
Black, pathologist, and Dr. Bernice Eddy, bacteriologist. 

1947 Percy was responsible for solving the “now you 
see it, now you don’t” disappearing act the Hansen 
bacillus. For years tissue sections which the laboratory 
staff were positive contained acid bacilli repeatedly de- 
fied attempts find satisfactory and consistent staining 
method which would demonstrate the bacilli for micro- 
scopic identification. The whole lab staff worked the 
problem off and on, and one day just like Hollywood 
movie Percy suddenly shouted, “I’ve got it!” Sure enough 
had. Dr. George Fite and Miller Turner, other mem- 
bers the staff, went refine the procedure. 

The closeness Percy Cambre patients shown 
many ways. the only non-patient member our 
American Legion Post with the exception Major Horn- 
bostel and member the local voiture the 
has been ambassador without portfolio for the pa- 
tients, representing them the National Legion Conven- 
tion held Philadelphia last year and expects repeat 
the performance California this year. Bells came back 
Percy’s life during the journey Philadelphia when 
was made chief fireman Baton Rouge’s loco- 
motive. The job the fireman found was keep the 
locomotive’s bell ringing and Percy sat the cab hand- 
ing out cover sheets from THE STAR every hamlet 
and city, gasoline station and restaurant between Carville 
and Philadelphia, while with the other hand kept the 
bell clanging. says very proudly that perfected 
real technique with the bell, even developing little chug 
chug for the engine. Quite practically adds, “The noise 
also attracted more people give STARs to.” 

When Percy received his “Greetings” from Uncle Sam 
during the war became one the army’s lab techni- 
cians. class advanced training which all technicians 
were required attend, Percy listened lecture 
communicable diseases. When the word leprosy was 
brought one the students, the instructor was un- 
able answer the question, but Percy, after explaining his 
background, was invited and did speak for hour 
Hansen’s disease. became the camp authority and was 
repeatedly sought out answer questions the disease. 

Hundreds visitors Carville each year pass through 
Percy Cambre’s capable hands and frank explanations into 
new realization the truth about Hansen’s disease. Only 
recently two nurses visited here. They were full mis- 
conceptions, expecting that they would have change 
their clothes, take showers, pass through fumigation 
room and walk over germicidal burlap bags. Percy was 
able clear their apprehensiveness quickly. has 
done the same thing for many, friends and relatives pa- 
tients, who, full uncertainties, have come visit—not 
quite knowing what expect, but fearing the worst. Fre- 
cuently they stay Percy’s “guest” house, few miles 
down the road from the hospital which operates 
convenience patients who have visitors. When they do, 
often able smooth out all their misconceptions even 
before they visit the hospital and relieve many awkward 
situations which might otherwise arise. 

Percy has also been active the social affairs which 
lighten our community life and just likely the 
remember one occasion when the role St. Nick for 
Sister Lucille’s Chrismas party had received detailed 
instructions his part the festivities and the cue 
which was his signal enter. Percy, bubbling over 


THE STAR 


LIKE HERE (continued) 


with Christmas spirit, waited patiently down the hall 
until some the boys rushed down the corridor and told 
him hurry in, that had missed his cue. the best 
tradition Santa impersonators arrived with hearty 
“Ho, Ho, Ho” and “Merry Christmas,” only find out 
that the boys had more Halloween spirits than Christmas 
and they had pushed him into the room, not only pre- 
maturely, but precisely the wrong moment. Later 
that week again assumed the padded tummy Santa 
Claus for THE STAR’s community party and made 
real family affair handed out the gifts and adopted 
everyone the spot. That’s the way remains—his inter- 
ests and our interests entwine the oneness family 
interests. KEY PITT 


DRUGS USED TREAT 


The anti-tubercular chemicals PAS, HES, Dihydro- 
streptomycin, and the German developed tibione, 
are being used experimentally Carville the treatment 
Hansen’s disease. too early evaluate the results 
these drugs but the Carville doctors point out that 
“Tibione appears one the most promising drugs 
outside the sulfone series for further investigation the 
treatment Hansen’s disease.” This information was 
made known Dr. Johansen, Medical Officer 
Charge this hospital, paper the current status 
therapy Hansen’s disease, authored jointly Dr. 
Johansen and Dr. Erickson, our clinical director. 
Dr. Johansen read this paper before symposium 
treatment diseases the Pacific area joint session 
the American Medical Association’s sections internal 
medicine and experimental medicine and therapeutics, 
the A.M.A.’s annual meeting held San Francisco 
June. 


Dr. Johansen told the A.M.A. that other drugs now 
being used experimentally Carville are aureomycin, 
lupulon and cortisone. 


his paper Dr. Johansen credited the sulfone drugs 
with successfully checking Hansen’s disease and helping 
remove the social stigma wrongly associated with leprosy 
over the years. 


Nine years successful use various sulfone drugs, 
said, has established them the current treatment 
choice the systemic treatment Hansen’s disease, 
although effective use antibiotics indicates that some 
form combined therapy may the best the future. 


The sulfones now most commonly used Carville, 
Dr. Johansen reported, are Promin, Sulfetrone, Diasone, 
and Promacetin, the latter three administered orally. 
Promacetin, which slightly less toxic and acts fairly 
quickly, was used series patients who showed 
improvement within two eight weeks and marked re- 
duction the Hansen’s bacilli. 


Chaulmoogra oil, for years the only treatment for Han- 
sen’s disease, longer used Carville. 
The outlook for the future, Dr. Johansen said, hopeful 


indeed. 


Front News 


The Carville medicos’ paper was front page news the 
San Francisco Call-Bulletin (June 30). Reported the 
Call-Bulletin’s ace science writer James Chesnut, 


was the lead story that day’s session the A.M.A. con- 
vention. 


Please pass THE STAR your friends. 


CARVILLE HOST GERMAN DOCTOR 


Dr. Herrlich and our Dr. Erickson. 


professor internal medicine the University 
Munich’s Medical College was Carville for week 
July. Dr. Herrlick’s special interest tropical medi- 
cine brought him here. 


one group fifteen leading German doctors 
from colleges Western Germany, selected our 
High Commissioner come the United States for 
three months. They will visit some our leading hospitals 
and public health installations, and study American 
colleges. The German doctors arrived the May 
and scattered various parts the country. 

group American doctors has left for Germany 
similar mission. 


This program was arranged the International Health 
Division the Public Health Service, working 
the concept that science has geographical boundaries. 

Dr. Herrlich came Carville after had spent some 
time Puerto Rico and Tulane’s famed School 
Tropical Medicine New Orleans. 


Dr. Herrlick told THE STAR about the 60-bed hos- 


pital for communicable diseases Munich, which 
charge. There only one case Hansen’s disease 
Munich, said, and she not required stay the 
hospital but goes back and forth her home. had just 
started treating her with one the sulfones when left 
Germany, and she was discouraged. But the news shall 
bring her the successful use these drugs Carville 
will most encouraging.” Dr. Herrlich’s patient 
young woman, who recently returned Germany 
from Brazil where believed she contracted the disease. 

Dr. Herrlich was tremendously impressed with Car- 


ville. said, work being done here, but 
America you are rich and can afford such fine hospital. 
Munich for one patient for one day can only spend 
about $2.00 while here understand that you spend more 
than five times that much.” 


Dr. Herrlich left Carville for Chicago and Rochester, 


Minn. will wind his tour New York City 
studying Columbia University. 


For several years the Public Health Service has 
been assigning members its nursing corps Carville 
for special training the care patients with Hansen’s 
disease. 

Recently arrived for four months duty here are: Miss 
Maria Brokeman, R.N., New York, and Miss Helen 
Metzler, R.N., Baltimore, Maryland. 
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MISSOURIANS HAVE SHOWN 


But Once Shown, are Convinced 
Charlotte Walch 
Instructor English, Greenfield High School, Greenfield, Mo. 


The senior class the Greenfield, Mo., High School visits 
THE press room 


Thirty-one senior students the Greenfield, Mo., high 
toured this hospital May 13. They were headed 
their principal Mr. Robert Barnwell and Miss Walch: 
more such groups from high schools and colleges 
throughout the nation toured Carville, public understand- 
ing about Hansen’s disease would advance rapidly. 


first glimpsed the United States Marine Hospital 
Carville through blankets grey rain, but spite the 
atmosphere were impressed the stately buildings 
and the green lawns which were growing greener each 
minutc. This had expected. What had not expected 
was the activity found once were safely inside the 
hospital. 

our patient-conducted tour through the leprosarium 
saw patient-operated canteen, newspaper, beauty 
shop, observed from the action the recreation 
room that dance was scheduled for the evening. 
were told about the golf course, the tennis courts, the 
baseball diamond, the school, and the newly-completed 
lake. were shown the lounge and the theatre where 
heard recording The Ghost and the Bell. 

This had not expected because we, millions 
other Americans, had entertained the usual misconcep- 
tions about leprosy that were vividly emphasized The 
Ghost and the Bell—misconceptions that have existed since 
Biblical times. were amazed find the almost com- 
nlete absence bed patients, the activity, and the normal, 
healthy, happy atmosphere the hospital. 

Oftentimes the truth more startling than fiction; the 
truth about leprosy not only startling but also wonderful. 
This one time have been eager admit how wrong 
have been and correct our thinking well the 
thinking our friends. Mr. Stein and the others who 
graciously answered our many questions would aston- 
ished know how many times have quoted them 
statistics, causes, the small incidence infection, treat- 
ment and effects Hansen’s disease. 

Our visit Carville, one the most educational ex- 
periences havc had long time, has forcefully im- 
pressed with the need for stamping out the prej- 
udice and mystery which have long been associated with 
leprosy. Now that have joined the ranks the in- 


formed, shall all can cure the far-worse 
companion disease leprosy, leprophobia. 


NOTE: The Greenfield, Mo., Advocate (May 25) pub- 
lished detailed account the seniors’ trip Natchez, 
Baton Rouge, New Orleans and Carville, written 
Jane Ann Hess, one the members the class. Here 
excerpt, “We arrived Baton Rouge a.m. and 
visited the capitol which probably one the most 
modern the had dinner there and left 1:45. 
Arrived Carville about 2:30, which the only lepro- 
sarium the This was very interesting, learning 
that leprosy longer associated with the Biblical idea 
sin and filth, and leprosy almost noncom-nunicable. 
This place was just like small town community. They 
had facilities for schooling and just about everything 
sinall town would have and more. Perhaps some you 
will remember the Filipino girl who was highly dec- 
orated our government for saving many 
the Philippine Islands. This girl was one our guides 
and was introduced the whole class. The Govern- 
ment, when was discovered that she was victim lep- 
rosy, arranged for her admittance Carville. There are 
many nationalities people Carville the present 
time. were told that there are now about 400 patients 
Carville and about that many more employees.” 


ANOTHER STAR BORN 


Hearty congratulations and warm handclasp across 
the sea the editors THE MORETON STAR 
Queensland, Australia, from the entire staff the Car- 
ville STAR. 

THE MORETON STAR published the Relatives 
and Friends Association for and behalf patients suf- 
fering from Hansen’s disease Queensland. The secre- 
tary the association Mr. Hinton, who has given 
freely time and effort his desire assist the patients. 
Its motto, “Radiating the True Light Hansen’s Dis- 
ease (Leprosy),” illustrates that its aims and objectives 
are much the same ours. The first issue the new 
quarterly, dated April 1950, quotes liberally from the 
Carville STAR and features article Sister Teresa 
Kelly, Director Nurses this hospital. 

THE MORETON STAR also carries articles, editor- 
ials and appeals patients from the Peel Island hospital. 

For months the Australian press has carried exposes 
conditions the Peel Island hospital. This publicity has 
been headed Frank Gladen, publicity officer, leprosy 
campaign committee, and Dr. Molesworth, noted 
leprologist. The entire campaign aimed bringing 
better living conditions and medical treatments the 
patients and more liberal attitude regarding visitors 
the hospital. 

According word from Frank Gladen the Australian 
Royal Commission, which investigate the problem 
Hansen’s disease Queensland, should session this 
month. earnestly wish that great good will come from 
these meetings which Mr. Gladen will serve advocate 
and mediator for the patients. 
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See After Four Years 


Gertrude Hornbostel 


From where sit here Long Island, the perspective 
considerably better than was from our cottage 
Carville. barbed wire fence impeded the vision down 
yonder, and the constant sameness the daily routine put 
damper the spirit. 

spite distaste for the institutional life from which 
was liberated, however, our thoughts, husband’s and 
mine, are constantly reverting Carville, the folks who 
had stay there, and the new patients who will arrive 
time passes on, the better deal which gradually 
making itself felt read THE STAR every month. 

The June STAR, which this should have appeared 
but didn’t neglected get off time, brings out two 
innovations that make glad and proud that 
American. shows that although may awfully slow 
making improvements, have the means, with the 
help free press, make changes for the better. 

One these changes that non-citizen patients with 
Hansen’s disease may now become naturalized appear- 
ing before judge Baton Rouge. The other removed 
Hansen’s disease from the wrong category where had 
been placed Act the 1921 Louisiana Legislature. 
That restriction had made very hard for patients be- 
cause the only leprosarium continental United States 
was located this state. Credit due all who worked 
toward ending this miscarriage justice. 


was good see the picture the Judds the cover 
the June STAR. Like his immediate ancestors, Gover- 
nor Judd pioneer determination and courage. The 
removal “guards” Kalaupapa and Hale Mohalu was 
kindly and decent way putting the patients their 
honor and out the category felons, restoring their 
self-respect. Where officialdom and doctors have the 
love, confidence, and respect their patients, self- 
governing body these should sufficient control the 
less-disciplined spirits among them. 

Here New York, neighbors seem have 
objection presence among them. matter fact, 
they can’t enough for me. garden filled with 
flowers that were given the people who live 
around us. our refrigerator have some trout which 
neighbors brought back from their vacation northern 
New Hampshire. the north, east, south and west, our 
defenses are holding well here New York, and the 
offensive for enlightenment spreading out. 


matter whom come contact with, dealers, 
tradespeople, artisans, and other strangers, when the time 
comes tell them who and where live, make 
point say: “Maybe you’ve heard me. come from 
the leprosarium Louisiana where was patient for 
three years. I’m Mrs. Hornbostel.” “Oh, course. read 
about you the papers—or Collier’s other maga- 
zines, etc. Gee, that certainly was tough. Well, you’re all 
over that now, though.” “Well, I’m still taking treatment. 
I’m not quite over yet, but feel fine and guess look 
healthy enough. fact, look healthier than lot people 
you see walking around the streets here.” “That’s fact. 
You certainly couldn’t tell that anything was wrong with 
you. When you want send that stuff?” Or, 
“When you want start that job?” (Whether 
it’s the carpenter, the plumber, the electrician. And 
they the job, and work house, even accept cup 
coffee, without fear being contaminated. other 
words, I’m accepted one them, without fear prej- 
udice. I’m known having H.D. and does not make any 
difference. should not, north the Gulf States, and for 
the Gulf States new formula should worked out, 
more liberal policy adopted. 


have given many talks different groups people, 
especially church groups. begin with talk the 
Major, with question and answer period, sometimes be- 
fore, sometimes after, which usually take over. Following 
that dinner coffee and cake, which are invari- 
ably invited—again without fear prejudice. But 
means that myself must not have any fear people. 
admit that when first arrived here, did not know what 
expect, how people would react when they knew who 
was and what had. But looking the world straight 
the eye, found that that fact made difference here. 
probably doesn’t other large population centers where 
one can get the backing the local health department 
did. More than ever believe that “the truth will make 
you free.” Not only that, but will bring treatment 
lot people who are now suffering from want it. 

everybody with Hansen’s disease the United States 
knew what was wrong with him and would demand treat- 
ment; and everybody who knows has Hansen’s dis- 
ease but afraid report for treatment, would suddenly 
ask for it, believe Carville Marine Hospital would 
filled capacity and clinics would have made avail- 
able places where these patients live. that case treat- 
ment H.D. patients would probably liberalized auto- 
matically, sure will when state and national 
public health authorities are willing admit that the 
policy segregation has been dismal failure the 
United States. 


RESOLUTION REPEALED 


The Louisiana State Medical Society has repealed the 
resolution approved 1947 which went record 
that “All treatments and research involving infectious 
cases continued the Leprosarium Carville, La.” 
The resolution “opposed any reduction isolation re- 
gulations for leprosy cases Louisiana, which required 
twelve successive negative cultures for Hansen’s bacillus, 
taken monthly intervals.” The news that the Society 
had repealed its resolution was reported the New Or- 
leans Medical and Surgical Journal, June 1950, Vol.102, 
No. 12. 

The implications this resolution apparently blocked 
plans the Public Health Service three years ago 
set diagnostic and treatment center for early cases 
Hansen’s disease the Marine Hospital, New 
Orleans. The New Orleans center was have been the 
the initial step pilot program the order 
perfect methods approach. Later other such centers 
were set Texas and Florida, and probably 
elsewhere, leading the eventual eradication H.D. 
the U.S. 

reasonably certain that there are three times 
many cases H.D. without this hospital, the only one 
its kind continental S., within it. Most the 
cases without are also “without” treatment and more than 
likely will continue that way until treatment brought 
them. 

The New Orleans press and THE STAR were severely 
critical the position taken the medical society 
going counter the “sound, just and humane” program 
planned the P.H.S. The society now admits its mis- 
take and deserves big hand for that. the resolution 
actually delayed plans, the lost time, course, 
can not regained, but repeal the resolution should 
encourage the U.S.P.H.S. take full steps effect 
prompt diagnosis and bring treatment all H.D. cases 
the S., particularly the endemic states, speedily 
possible. 
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Without Segregation Colonization 


Sixteen states have adopted, literally with slight 
modification, recommendations the control Han- 
sen’s disease approved The American Public Health 
Association its 1950 report, The Control Communi- 
cable Diseases Man. Nine other states plan adopt the 
1950 recommendations the A.P.H.A. 

The sixteen states are Colorado, Georgia, Idaho, Indi- 
ana, Kansas, Iowa, Kentucky, Montana, Nebraska, Neva- 
da, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Utah, Virginia, Wyoming, 
and Idaho. 

The nine states are New Hampshire, West Virginia, 
Arkansas, Rhode Island, Arizona, Oregon, Texas, Mis- 
souri, and Maryland. 

The above information, contained survey Laws 
and Regulations Relating Hansen’s Disease the 
Continental United States, Dr. James Doull, medical 
director the Leonard Wood Memorial, sent scurry- 
ing for copy the A.P.H.A.’s important official report. 


CLIMATE 


The salient point the section Hansen’s disease 
the A.P.H.A.’s 1950 report, see it, is: “In those 
parts the United States the temperate zone and 
farther north where the disease shows tendency 
spread, suitable medical and nursing care infected 
persons sufficient without segregation colonization. 
Home treatment such persons may authorized 
where home environment conditions are satisfactory.” 

the basis many years observation, public 
health workers such Dr. McCoy Washington, 
C., referred Paul Kruif “The famed Dr. 
George McCoy the Public Health Service” (Reader’s 
Digest, June 1950) and Dr. Johansen Carville, 
have long affirmed that from public health standpoint 
Hansen’s disease should not considered communi- 
cable disease all parts the United States. But this 
fact has not been taken sufficiently into account formu- 
lating public health laws and regulations the various 
states. 

There are only three states the Union, Louisiana, 
Texas, and Florida, where Hansen’s disease shows any 
tendency spread and even these states only certain 
sections are considered endemic. “Elsewhere,” quote 
Dr. McCoy, dean American leprologists, “spread 
importance the community.” 

The sixteen states that have adopted the A.P.H.A. 
report are non-endemic, and the nine states planning 
adopt with the exception one (Texas), are also non- 
endemic. their State Health Departments sincerely 
abide “without segregation colonization,” rec- 
ommended A.P.H.A., public health management 
Hansen’s disease the United States well its way 
being humanized accordance with today’s scientific 
concepts rather than yesterday’s superstitious notions. 


OFFICIAL 


significant that the 1950 A.P.H.A. report “Official 
with the United States Public Health Service and the 
United States Navy, and has been approved principle 
the Surgeons General the United States Army, Navy, 
and Air Force.” 


WHAT 


The American Public Health Association, 1790 Broad- 
way, New York, voluntary organization which has 
been existence since 1872. The object this association 


“Protect and promote public and personal health.” 
Its membership composed professional and lay peo- 
ple. Its current report communicable disease control 
was prepared committee distinguished medical 


men, collaboration with representatives national and 
international organizations. 


UNHAMPERED TRADITION 


The text The Control Communicable Diseases 
Man “expresses opinion unhampered tradition 


local usage, particularly with respect the subjects 
isolation and quarantine.” 


Dr. McCoy 


“The patients Carville, opinion, are very largely 
responsible for the sane attitude on.leprosy, manifested 
the article the highly authoritative brochure entitled 
Control Communicable Diseases Man.” 

The above statement came the editor THE STAR 
from Dr. George McCoy. added, think the 
A.P.H.A.’s new publication good the preceding one 
(1945), perhaps little better.” recall Dr. McCoy 


designated the 1945 report, “The best that has ever been 
published.” 


Leprosy (HANSEN’s 


Commenting further the 1950 report, Dr. McCoy 
said, think that the way they put Hansen’s disease 
equivalent term all right.” think the first 
official recognition the term Hansen’s disease defi- 
nitely step the right direction. understand the 
A.P.H.A. revises its report every five years. hope the 
1955 report will reverse the parenthesis and 1960, not 
before, let hope the misleading and emotion-dominated 
word “leprosy” will dropped entirely. True, has been 
said, “one can not change the nature thing changing 
its name”; but Dr. F.C. Lendrum the University 
School Medicine, aptly puts it,“The panic 
‘leprosy,’ least the United States, has nothing 
with the actual nature Hansen’s disease.” 


PAROLE PENAL TERM 


commend the A.P.H.A. report for its recognition 
the term Hansen’s disease, but disapprove its use 
the word “parole” referring discharged H.D. pa- 
tients. Convicts are paroled. A.P.H.A. does not use the 
term “paroled” connection with any other disease 
its report, and its report covers about all the diseases 
usually placed the communicable category. However, 
A.P.H.A. not blamed too much because such penal 
terms parole,guard, abscond, inmate, connection 
with so-called leprosy follows universally accepted 
practice medical literature. Even here Carville 
have not entirely surmounted this barrier progress. 
Parole penal term, and Hansen’s disease patients are 
sick people, not criminals. 


LOUIS CARVILLE. 
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Zone Doctor Broadcasts Millions 


Dr. Ezra Hurwitz, Medical Director the Palo Seco Leprosarium, Pana- 
ma, Canal Zone, and Mrs. Hurwitz arrived Chicago June where Dr. 
Hurwitz was interviewed Tommy famous Welcome Travelers 
radio program. Some Carville patients heard the program and number our 
readers wrote about it. Most the comments were good 
The aroused our curiosity. 

The Welcome Travelers program recorded and Dr. Hurwitz’ interview 
appears here was transcribea from the record. ED. 


“Tommy Bartlett, now here gentleman who can 
bring our listeners date subject which know 
very little about and found his conversation very inter- 
esting. Dr. Ezra Hurwitz.” 
Bartlett: “Welcome Welcome Travelers, Dr. Hurwitz. 
Doctor, where you 

Dr. Hurwitz: “At the leper colony Panama.” 

“How long have you been there?” 

“About twenty-two years.” 

“How old were you when you went 

“About thirty-three thirty-four—just over thirty- 
three.” 

“Well, you have dedicated good part your life 
these fine people, haven’t you?” 

“Just why did you into the leper 

“Why, curiosity brought there. had never seen 
case leprosy before and had the opportunity 
Palo Seco and have been there ever since.” 

“Will you tell about the colony—how looks and 
how operates.” 

“It comparatively small colony. have about 
118 patients. There are sixteen employees, not patients, 
and about twenty patients take care the colony. They 
not live dormitories but buildings having indi- 
vidual rooms, which are furnished for them and each 
takes care the room himself. There common dining 
room for all patients but the women can cook their own 
meals they like. They are there for long time and this 
makes more like home. everything can 
make the patients feel home the colony.” 

“What your most interesting 

“About twelve years ago one our patients was 
pregnant. allow the patients marry because leprosy 
not hereditary and not transmitted the children. 
They are born clean, and they not come contact 
with the disease they not acquire leprosy. About that 
time one our patients was pregnant. Labor came 
few days sooner than expected. happened mid- 
night. tried rush her Gorgas Hospital where 
take care confinement cases and major surgery. got 
her the ambulance but long drive; have 
cross the canal and unfortunately took some time 
get there. had deliver the baby the ambulance and 
that, think, was most exciting moment. time 
full down there.” 

“In the old days lepers wore bells around their necks 
announce their presence and even then the people 
would flee horror. Tell me, Dr. Hurwitz, how has the 
treatment lepers progressed? Maybe you can help 
understand this disease little better. think this 
wonderful opportunity with millions people listening 
you and right now.” 

“Leprosy chronic disease and untreated cases re- 
sult rather considerable deformity the hands, feet and 
face. Therefore, the untreated case becomes repulsive 
appearance. ancient times people were afraid the 
patients but principally because there was nothing stop 
the disease. There was treatment which was effective 


until about six years ago when the sulfones were brought 
forward and used against leprosy.” 

“Which one your patients you remember most 
clearly, Dr. Hurwitz?” 

“We had patient down there who had suffered con- 
siderably from the disease and had acquired considerable 
deformity. was very intelligent and was writing 
history his life which were helping him with. 
did much get the other patients interested things. 
When carnival other holiday was coming around 
would prepare the program and keep the patients en- 
thused. One year when was working intensely car- 
nival program had cerebral hemorrhage and passed 
away suddenly. grieved everyone for everyone loved this 
man. did much for others. had done much 
for our heart strings.” 

know there question going through all our 
minds. You have worked with these people for over twen- 
years. How have you kept from contracting the dis- 

“Leprosy very mildly contagious disease. know 
that children are susceptible infection but nearly every 
adult builds high resistance the disease and 
adults very rarely, ever, acquire the disease. All have 
done twenty years keep hands clean with soap 
and water. have never been afraid the patients because 
know very, very mildly contagious disease. 
much less contagious than tuberculosis, and more closely 
related tuberculosis than any other disease.” 

“Are you vacation trip, 

“That’s right. going visit the leper colony the 
states.” 


“Is that the one Louisiana?” 


Dr. Hurwitz’ broadcast was very good, indeed was 
excellent, but—and there’s that BUT—it regrettable 
that his reference this Marine Hospital 
turned back the clock three decades using that odious 
word. The word may part the name the Canal 
Zone hospital but definitely not this one. 

Dr. Hurwitz did not use the word referring his 
patients, but using the outset, unwittingly set 
example for Tommy who then proceded use 
throughout the broadcast. 

Dr. Hurwitz member the International Leprosy 
Association whose last international congress (Havana, 
Cuba, 1948) recommended that “the use the term ‘leper’ 
designation the patient with leprosy abandoned.” 
The Congress has done practically nothing implement 
their recommendation, but least one would expect 
members the abide it. 

Dr. Hurwitz means the only one err this 
respect. even more glaring example such incon- 
sistency recently came our attention press clippings 
from Atlanta, Ga., reporting talks given there Mrs. 
Eunice Weaver Brazil. Mrs. Weaver quoted over 
and over using the odious word designate patients. 
Mrs. Weaver also member the 1.L.A. and one 
the world’s leading figures giving social assistance 
H.D. patients. She was her country 
establishing “preventoria” for healthy children H.D. 
patients, and she must appreciate the significance 
nomenclature for later she approved changing the name 
these “preventoria” seems that the 
way the make recommendations but follow 
custom, and custom this case but “the antiquity 
error.” ED. 
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“CARVILLE LEADS,” SAYS DR. HURWITZ 


Dr. and Mrs. Hurwitz with Carville’s Dr. P.T.Erick-on row), Dr. 
Hadassah Kurland and Joey Guerrero (back row). 


Here for only few hours June 21, Dr. and Mrs. 
Hurwitz Palo Seco, Canal Zone, called THE 
STAR office renew acquaintances made visit three 
years ago. the Hurwitz’s party were Dr. Hadassah 
Kurland Chicago and Dr. Kurland’s mother, Mrs. Benj. 
Samuels, who was touring the hospital when the picture 
was taken. 

Hansen’s disease old story Dr. and Mrs. Hur- 
witz. not completely new young Dr. Kurland, 
recent graduate Indiana University, School Medi- 
cine, who will intern Wesley Memorial Hospital, Chi- 
cago. She said: “I’ve heard uncle Dr. Hurwitz talk 
about his work enthusiastically and have visited Palo 
Seco. was eager visit Carville and meet Joey. I’ve 
read much about this place and the little war heroine.” 

until the first the year Government paid 
most the operating expenses Palo Seco. Panama paid 
about one third the per diem expenses for Panamanian 
patients. have asked Panama pay full cost for their 
patients,” Dr. Hurwitz said. (The per diem expense for 
patient Palo Seco $3.09.) 

“Carville leads, follow” Dr. Hurwitz declared, but 
added, “public attitude towards the disease has not 
changed much Panama. have few visitors Palo 
Seco, except patients’ relatives and only now and then 
newspaper man. was different during the war. Sun- 
days Mrs. Hurwitz conducted tours for army personnel 
and literally hundreds came.” 

Mrs. Hurwitz gracious and charming Panamanian 
who came Palo Seco with Dr. Hurwitz the day after 
their wedding. She told the new road built Palo Seco 
during the war. “That road was answer prayers,” 
she said. prayed for two things, road and cure for 
the patients.” 


CONFERENCE POSTPONED 


The third Pan-American Conference Leprosy sched- 
uled held Buenos Aires, Argentina, October 8-14, 
1950, has been postponed. “We hope have the Confer- 
ence March 1951,” writes Dr. Carlos Guillot, 
Buenos Aires, secretary the conference’s executive 
committee. 

Dr. Guillot gives the reason for postponement, “There 
not sufficient time for study and preparation the 
scientific papers planned for presentation the Con- 
ference.” 

The second Pan-American Conference held Rio 
Janeiro 1946 was attended the late Dr. Faget and 
Dr. Johansen. That conference elected Dr. Faget pres- 
ident the therapeutic section recognition his 
pioneer work sulfone therapy. 


SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED 
(continued from page 


Act 272 was the outcome House Bill 841, introduced 
Rep. Edward Hunter (Caddo Parish) and Rep. Sam 
Cashio (Iberville Parish), where passed unanimously. 
the Upper Chamber, Senator Charles Tooke, Jr., 
(Caddo Parish) moved the final passage the bill, with 
only two nays (Senators Gipson and Oliver). 

Act 272 does not mean that patients can leave this hosp- 
ital random. does mean that injustice long stand- 
ing has been corrected removing “leprosy” from the 
same category with such quarantinable diseases small- 
pox, Asiatic cholera, yellow fever and bubonic plague, 
which was placed Act the 1921 Louisiana Leg- 
islature. 

Although Act has been practically ignored 
cially” for number years, because more modern 
regulations pertaining Hansen’s disease contained 
Louisiana’s Sanitary Code, there was the statute 
books, neither useful nor ornamental. Now officially 
null and void. 

For this progressive development had the cooper- 
ation many friends. addition those mentioned, 
are grateful to: Dr. R.E.King, Chairman, and Dr. E.M. 
Toler, Vice-Chairman, Senate Committee Health and 
Quarantine; Dr. Fernandez, Chairman House 
Health and Quarantine; Senator Alva Brumfield 
(East Baton Rouge Parish); Rep. James Earhart (Or- 
leans Parish); Lt. Gov. Wm. Dodd; Wade Martin, Jr., 
Secretary State; Emile Bourg, Superintendent 
Buildings; Mrs. Ethel Primrose, Lake Charles, Dept. 
President, and Mrs. Adrian Buzby, Shreveport, Depart- 
ment Chairman for Education Carville, American 
Legion Auxiliary; Paxton Stevens, Cuchata, Department 
Commander and Matt Monaghan, New Orleans Depart- 
ment Adjutant, the American Legion; and Ann Cashio, 
Chairman, Hospital Rehabilitation Committee, D.A.V. 
Chapter 22, Frederick Meier, Commander, Capital City 


Chapter, D.A.V., Baton Rouge, Miss Elaine Johnson 
and others. 


ELECTION RETURNS 


Senator Russell Long popular with Carville patients. 
They cast ballots for him and for his opponent, 
Malcolm Lafargue Shreveport, the race which re- 
turned Long the Senate. 

Only Carville’s 386 patients registered vote 
the statewide Democratic Primary, July 25. Precinct 
Ward Iberville Parish, located within this hospital for 
the patients. 

Other returns tabulated here were: Congressman Sixth 
District, Morrison 38, Vining State Public Service 
Commissioner, Wade Martin, Sr., 31, Rappelet 13, Blan- 
chard Villemarette Verrett School Board, Leslie 
Hebert 44, Lloyd Carville 
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That the Question 


“Black Leprosy—Was there ever such disease? Why 
was called That the question asked Mrs. 
Louise Bell, teacher Airbase, Newport, Arkansas, 
who states that she heard two preachers discoursing 
the subject Job, whose boils, they said, were black lep- 
rosy. 

answering this question sought counsel from 
Chaplain Clifton Rash, Father Abbott Paul, formerly 
chaplain Carville, now retired, well from mem- 
ber our local medical staff. 

From Chaplain Rash’s reply quote: “We not 
know that term now nor read modern medical liter- 
ature. However, author good many years ago, 
Bateman name, quoted Smith’s Bible Dictionary, 
referred type the disease known Lepra Nigri- 
cians, characterized the dark, livid color the pat- 
ches.” 

The Rev. Dr. Rash also calls attention the devastating 
bubonic plague “Black Death” which scourged Europe 
and England the seventeenth century, followed the 
“Great Fire” London which burned out much ‘that 
city. That plague may have been the cause the almost 
complete disappearance from Northern Europe the 
disease leprosy, whose victims would easily fall before 
either these calamities. would simple carry over 
the leprosy that time the same term “black” which was 
used characterize death from the plague. 

Job, the second chapter that book the Bible 
says that was covered with “boils from the sole his 
foot unto his crown.” Dr. Rash continues his comment: 
“By some this was supposed have been leprosy, though 
the account does not say was. number other dis- 
eases could cause such condition. was evidently 
such terrible plight, seems some logical say that 
had the ‘black 

Chaplain Rash also volunteers the following regarding 
Lazarus the New Testament: “The Bible does not say 
had leprosy, although there are scholars who think 
did.” 

Father Abbott Paul’s comment is: think the wild ef- 
fusions ignorant, irresponsible publicity hunters are 
not worth discussing. All know Job’s disease you can 


“MIRACLE CARVILLE” ANNOUNCED 


its booklet concerning fall publications, Doubleday 
announces Miracle Carville Betty Martin and 
Evelyn Wells, non-fiction, October 19, $3.00. Doubleday’s 
blurb reads, “In the 1920’s Betty Martin was engaged 
Robert, nice young man from New Orleans; she had 
good job and her devoted family was reasonably well off. 
But with the discovery that she had contracted leprosy, 
catastrophe struck. Betty was rushed Carville, Louis- 
iana, the only leprosarium the country, there begin 
completely new life. 

“Though her case was mild one, the months and the 
years passed. Robert discovered longer loved her. 
Then, Carville, she met Harry; they fell love and 
hoped released from the leprosarium together and 
get married. After months waiting and discouragement, 
desperation they escaped. After five years, however, 
Harry become crippled the disease that they had 
return Carville. 

“Again Carville, they were practically without hope, 
but miraculously the doctors began succeed arresting 
leprosy. Soon Harry and Betty were discharged, their 


find the second chapter Job.” 

Dr. Paul Erickson, Executive Officer this hos- 
pital, says: “There such thing ‘black leprosy’ 
medical literature the present time.” 

for ourselves, wonder why seems neces- 
sary for some read into the Scripture what not there. 
This applies both Job and the Lazarus story. dis- 
regarding the plain meaning words, person with vivid 
imagination could build almost anything about leprosy 
any other subject matter, whether familiar with them 
not. And what the present case the From 
our observation both leprosy and boils, the latter are 
quite sufficient produce all the suffering which Job 
supposed have endured—far more physical agony, 
fact, than could possibly have been rendered leprosy, 
whether black, red, blue green color. 

this point well quote Professor William 
Brownlee the department religion, Duke University, 
prominent Old Testament scholar whose work his 
own department has been worthy note, say nothing 
his identification certain ancient Biblical scrolls, 
found recently cave near the Dead Sea. states: 
“The interpretation symptoms matter for the med- 
ical scientist, not for the Biblical scholar. 
people should look medical science for accurate 
understanding all diseases whatever nature.” 

Again, mention just one further point, view the 
ancient attitude toward any the diseases incorrectly 
lumped under the term “leprosy” the Old Testament, 
attitudes existent from long before the time when this 
story Job was written, cannot imagine any group 
his friends gathering and sitting around him for seven 
days had leprosy. Far more likely would they, what- 
ever the color his disease, have taken him the priest 
who would either have shut him for seven days, 
would have driven him outside the camp, with covering 
over his upper lip. Those were the requirements the 
Mosaic Levitical law (See Levit. and 14), all 
which would surely have been familiar Job’s friends 
and family, whether his story were written early late, 
and wherever the land “Uz” may have been. 

OLMSTEAD 


prayers answered. Though Harry still bore slight marks 
the disease, the Martins were again free rebuild 
their lives. 

“This moving personal document has strong inspira- 
tional theme, great deal unusual medical material, and 
some remarkable case histories; the first important 
book about leprosy since Perry best-selling 
Who Walk Alone.” 

“THE AUTHORS: This the story the girl who, 
for this story, has been called Betty Martin. She 
present living happily somewhere the West Coast. 
Evelyn Wells has had considerable success turning 
unusual material into best-sellers: first General Romulo’s 
story, Saw the Fall the Philippines, and White 
House Diary, which sold 23,000 copies. Mrs. Wells lives 
Dobbs Ferry, New York.” 


THE telephone number Carville 1502. 
can reached Monday through Friday from 8:30 A.M. 
2:30 P.M. and Saturday until noon. After these hours 
and Sunday can reached Carville 1511. 
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Has Good Time 


professional circles, minstrel shows went out with 
celluloid collars, but home talent groups still for them 
big way. About every other show given here this year 
visiting entertainers has been the burnt cork variety 
and after five six such performances one has 
ardent devotee the Fields school get much 
bang out “Mr. Bones, who was that lady seen 
you with last However, the minstrel matinee 
presented our hospital theatre Sunday, July 
the American Shut-in Entertainers, Inc., New Orleans 
had that extra special something. Perhaps was the fine 
spirit the friendly people who brought us. Headed 
their president, Mr. Lorenzo Cure, this group, known 
“The Errand Mercy Organization,” doing 
splendid job staging entertainments for shut-ins the 
New Orleans area and providing other unselfish services. 

Mayor DeLesseps Morrison and the city commis- 
sioners New Orleans sent message, conveying their 
cordial greetings Carville patients, which was read 
before curtain time. 

Mrs. Irma Griffatta, another the patients’ good 
friends, arranged the Carville presentation and raised 
the funds charter the bus transportation. 

Heeding the popular dictum the day “Enjoy Your- 
self,” Carville patients celebrated “The Fourth” with big 
program outdoor games, sponsored the Patients’ 
Federation. Bicycle races, tug war, sack races, and 
other perennial favorites attracted many eager contest- 
ants, old and young. Sandwiches and cold drinks were 
served “under the oaks.” fireworks display arranged 
the local American Legion Post preceded exciting 
soft ball game between two teams, with boys and girls 
playing both sides. 

Out town guests, relatives and friends, mingled 
with the patients and joined the holiday fun. Visitors 
who had not been here before were amazed the bound- 
less energy unleashed the patients the various 
events. One dowager exclaimed, wish had their pep.” 
series Promin shots was recommended. 


The temperature was high and was the spirit pa- 
tients and their guests the Recreation Hall July 
dancing the hillbilly tunes Louis Millet 
Melody Ramblers from Station WIBR, Baton Rouge. 
This heat wave dido, sponsored the Forty and Eight 
and Dugas Thompson Chapter the D.A.V., Baton 
Rouge, was arranged voyageur Mike Acosta. 

Refreshments were served with Miss Ann Cashio 
the gracious hostess for the D.A.V. Among the many 
Baton Rougians motoring over were Past Louisiana D.A. 
Department Commander Isenberg and wife. 


Canasta, rummy the South American way, has come 
Carville. Ely Culbertson says, “Canasta not dif- 
ficult game play but not easy explain.” that 
may, Mike Padilla taking crack teaching the mys- 
teries this popular card game interested patients. 
Exciting sessions are being held the Rec. Hall. 

isn’t important know, but the name canasta comes 
from the Spanish word meaning “basket.” 


READ AND ALONG 


Arizona Club Woman 


“HAPPY HERE” 


Mrs. Alexander (seated) and Mrs. Favrot 


The national president the United Spanish War Vet- 
erans Auxiliary, Mrs. Grace Alexander Phoenix, 
Arizona, came calling the first July, motoring over 
from Baton Rouge with Mrs. Lucy Favrot, national chair- 
man for Carville, U.S.W.V. Auxiliary. 

Two Spanish-American war veterans are patients this 
hospital and Mrs. Alexander had pleasant chat with one 
them, the other was hors combat. 

Mrs. Alexander said that she had read carefully copy 
the national Hansen’s disease bill now before Congress. 
She particularly approves the sections concerning 
education and research. “There absolutely doubt 
about it, your great needs are extensive educational 
program and more research.” She pointed out that the 
U.S.W.V. Auxiliary has contributed more than $20,000 
the Leonard Wood Memorial for research. 

“Mrs. Favrot has told our organization great deal 
about Carville,” Mrs. Alexander said. “And while was 
attending U.S.W.V. Auxiliary meeting Buffalo, N.Y. 
recently, Mrs. Ella McHarg Albany, who has visited 
Carville, urged arrange trip home that 
too, could visit you and see the place for myself. took 

were happy have the privilege meeting the 
Auxiliary’s national leader. She the widow 
Joseph L.B. Alexander who served captain with Teddy 
Roosevelt’s “Rough Riders.” Mrs. Alexander has been 
active Auxiliary circles for thirty-three years, 
having been its first department president for Arizona, 
while that state was still territory. Mrs. Alexander 
past state regent for Arizona, Daughters the American 
Revolution, and was also the D.A.R.’s national defense 
chairman. was under her chairmanship that the D.A.R. 
slogan, “On Guard Keep the American Way Life,” 
was born and this slogan which she herself lives by. 

rugged individualist, Mrs. Alexander woman 
very strong convictions and does not hesitate express 
them she travels throughout the country. However, Mrs. 
Alexander’s interests are not limited organizations but 
far beyond, reaching into major national and inter- 
national issues. She believes that “Our American way 
life being sabotaged the current attempts socialize 
our country.” Mrs. Alexander spoke the indifference 
she finds everywhere the part people who are willing 
vote away their individual freedom for the sake false 
guarantees security under government management. 
“All that necessary for the triumph evil for good 
men nothing,” Mrs. Alexander declared. 
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Out Our Way 


June the traditional month weddings, and while 
are bit late we’d still like extend sincere congratula- 
tions the recent newly-weds our community: Julio 
and Socorro, John and Lillie, and Frances and Tom. 

Romance plays big part our lives, most peo- 
ple’s, and quite few have met the man our dreams 
after becoming patient this hospital. For the most part, 
take vacation trip and are married home, very 
few, indeed, are the weddings which have been performed 
our chapels. 

While some our married couples have taken their 
leave make new life elsewhere there are still 
about nineteen married couples, both patients, residing 
here. Eleven these couples have built rent private 
homes the hospital grounds while the others live their 
respective dormitories; the men one building and the 
women another. The government does not provide 
homes for married couples. 

There have been parties galore recent months, most 
them our lawns where usually bit cooler. The 
newly-weds are being welcomed into the married set and 
the dischargees are being honored going away parties. 


The vacation calendar has been full here 
everywhere this season. This not only keeps the drivers 
our station wagons the road, but can’t leave 
without replacement our government 
have been many headaches trying keep jobs filled. 


Even our flowers look wilted feel our sultry 
summer weather. The girls Cottage Grove are sporting 
shorts sunback dresses while indulging homemade 
ice cream and pitchers cold lemonade. 


The connecting walks the hospital proper are under 
repair which has made necessary remove all the 
screens. Predominating among the pesky pests are the 
mosquitoes which have not only taken over Lake Johan- 
sen but the entire institution. 


hard enthusiastic about anything such heat, 
but the sewing class still interested and working 
complete our dresses for the style show plan. Miss 
Rousseau, instructor from the Singer Co. Baton Rouge, 
has been bringing swatches summery materials from 
Dalton’s, Rosenfield’s and The Yardstick. These three 
firms have been most cooperative. recent trip met 
Mr. Richard Burch, manager The Yardstick, and ex- 
pressed our appreciation. 


the late afternoon groups for bicycle rides the 
paved road that leads the dairy. Since the 8’s bike 
drive many more have wheels. 

Roland building super-duper three wheel affair 
which expects outshine Hank’s red wagon. un- 
derstand that other fellows are planning construct 
these Carville versions the bicycle built for two. 


Summer school still session, but the classes are 
looking forward early August and the month’s vacation 
before the fall semester begins. 

for the rest us—we are just looking forward 
fall and reprieve from the summer which some brave 
folks still call “the good old summertime.” Our definition 


Valor Bows 


Valor the name the new official monthly organ 
the American Federation the Physically Handicapped, 
1370 National Press Bldg., Washington, D.C., and valiant 
the word for Paul Strachan, H.’s hard-hitting 
militant president, and for his gal Friday, secretary Mil- 
dred Scott. 

Valor, edited Mr. Strachan, bowed June and 
part its contents was hot the weather, particularly 
excerpts from Mr. Strachan’s testimony before congres- 
sional committees some the bills sponsored 

tional Leprosy Act (S. 2761 and 5234) and Paul 
Strachan redoubling his efforts have Senate and 
House committees report favorably the bill and give 
that final push this session Congress. Whatever 
the outcome, Carville patients owe Mr. Strachan and 


ITP 


This not Who-dunnit, but Where No, Mr. 
Keane, we’re not looking for missing person. This the 
case the missing society, namely the “Bethesda Leper 
Society” supposedly located Buffalo, New York. 

The aforementioned society was recently bequeathed 
the sum $500.00 the Last Will and Testament one 
Eugene Curtis, according attorneys for the estate. 

thorough check the Erie County Department 
Social Welfare reveals that there such organization 
agency the city Buffalo, least they can’t find 
it—can youP 


seaside summer resort for European patients, the 
first South Africa, where Hansen’s disease patients 
from Westfort Institute, Pretoria, will enjoy six-week 
vacations, has been completed Mkambati near Flag- 
staff, according recent story the press. 


FOR YOUR BANKING 


SEE WRITE US, WHERE 
PLEASURE SERVE! 


Checking Accounts, Savings Accounts, 
Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 

Bank Money Orders, 
Travelers’ Cheques 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window. 
Let know any way can serve 


you any time. 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON ROUGE 


Established 1910 Member 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 


the much publicized case Father Damicn his biograph- 
assert that “The good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired daily intimate contact with patients for over ycars without 

the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 

nounced his discovery the germ which causes the discase. 
known have existed the family. During its years 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical wor ers, aboratory tec the two germs. 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the has 


cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 


not included the list reportable diseases 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, New York and Vermont and patients those states are 


ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the reportable but the patient subject “NO RESTRIC- 
TIONS.” down, go) 


most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 


and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 
sanatorium can point such after contracting Half the now 
record? 


Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known Hansen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had uscd the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having scrious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the example 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being “cleansed.” 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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HELP YOUR FRIENDS BECOME OUR FRIENDS 


THE STAR needs more subscribers. The heavy cost publishing THE STAR 
making difficult carry the present subscription price $1.00 year. 
could print 10,000 copies our magazine with more expense 
costs print the 6,500 copies now run. 

OUR GOAL 1950—10,000 SUBSCRIBERS. 

THE STAR not government subsidized publication. The Public Health 
Service provides seven part-time patient workers for THE STAR. space 
government building and operate our presses government power. But all 
other expenses incident publication must met from subscriptions. THE 
STAR’s primary purpose educational—the wider its circulation the more people 
reach. please try interest your friends, your libraries, your churches and 
other societies enlarging our subscription list. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO: 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s 
Furnish occupational therapy for 
and finance social service for needy patients. 


Kindly make checks money orders payable 


THE STAR 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, 
National Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 


Please send THE STAR to: 


Name 


Address. 


State 


Subscription $1.00 per year 
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